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SURE FOUNDATION LUTHERAN  |  Brandon, South Dakota 

March 28, 2024 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

God’s grace welcomes you, no matter who you are or where you’re from—and so do we. We 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. By his perfect life and innocent death, he 
saved everyone from the ravages of sin and victoriously rose again to give eternal life to all. Jesus 
makes us special people, right with God and ready for life! We learn this from the Bible, God’s 
authentic message of grace and guidance. Whether you are a long-time Christian or a curious 
observer with little religious background, we are delighted to share the message of God’s grace 
with you. Please join our worship again.  
 
SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Restrooms – are located in the entry hallway.  
Connect Cards – this is a way for you to connect with Sure Foundation. Feel free to leave 
contact info, general comments, and/or prayer requests on the card. When you have 
finished filling it out, you may put the card in the offering plate in the back of the 
worship space.  
Offering – envelopes are included in this worship folder. This is one of several ways to 
give at Sure Foundation. Feel free to include cash or check in the envelope. The 
information you provide helps us help you receive the tax documents that you need. If 
you desire to give online, visit surechurch.com/give and follow the self-guided set-up. 
Communion – Sure Foundation practices what is called “member communion.” We do 
this because from Scripture we are convinced that in communion we express unity of 
faith and doctrine. Not wanted to force a confession on anyone, we would ask that if you 
are not a member of a WELS/ELS church, that you would refrain from communion this 
morning.  

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Pastor ........................................................................................................................................... Craig Wilke 
Keyboardist .......................................................................................................................... Amy Schnitzler 
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HOLY THURSDAY 
The Thursday of Holy Week was when Jesus met with his disciples in the Upper Room and instituted the 
Lord’s Supper. It is fitting for us to take some time to focus on this blessed meal through which God desires 
to richly bless us.  
 

OPENING HYMN When You Woke That Thursday Morning | 416 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736105 

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736105 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord 
walked the path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also 
heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that 
keeps us from loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were 
committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives 
continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 
 
Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the 
absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. We should not doubt this 
absolution but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it 
comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 
 
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to 
each other, as Jesus became our servant. 
  
In Holy Communion, first instituted on this night, the members of Christ’s body participate 
most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat 
the bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body 
and blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him 
and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with 
all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with 
God and each other. 
 
As we begin the solemn celebration of our Lord’s passion, let us confess our sins to him, 
receive his absolution, and be reconciled to God and each other in Christian love. 
  

C: Holy God, gracious Father,  
        I am sinful by nature  
         and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
       I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
        I have not loved others as I should.  
            I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
            with his innocent suffering and death.  
     Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 



4 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN If God Himself Be for Me | 819 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-book, 1907; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr. 

Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, you give us your true body and 
blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on a cross. Grant us so firmly to 
believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our 
eternal good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen 

 

 

 

 

EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

16Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 
Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17Because there is 
one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 

 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN              Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence | 672 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–1885, alt.; Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent. 

Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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GOSPEL READING Mark 14:12-26 

12On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice 
the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

13So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. Follow him. 14Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: 
Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15He will show you a 
large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” 

16The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 
prepared the Passover. 

17When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18While they were reclining at the 
table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me.” 

19They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 
20“It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21The 

Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of 
Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 

23Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank 
from it. 

24“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. 
25“Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new in the kingdom of God.” 

26When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 659 
 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; John Hus, c. 1369–1415 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON  Exodus 12:21-30 

21Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select 
the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it 
into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the 
doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 23When the LORD 
goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of 
the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter 
your houses and strike you down. 

24“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25When 
you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26And 
when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27then tell them, ‘It is the 
Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared 
our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 
28The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 

29At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the 
firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up 
during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without 
someone dead. 
 
 
SERMON NOTES 

1. In this sermon, I learned (or remembered) what about the Passover?  

2. In this sermon, I learned (or remembered) what about the Lord’s Supper?  

3. In this sermon, I grew in my appreciation of…  
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor will say a prayer for our world, our church, and (if applicable) will include special intercessions. 
 

OFFERING   
Offering will be taken at this point. If you’d like to give online, visit www.surechurch.com/give and follow 
the self-guided instructions.  
 
THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the 
cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:       Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736105 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
Please follow the direction of the ushers. If you are not communing with us today, please use this time for 
prayer and reflection.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Your Body, Given for Me, O Savior | 671 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2–4): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Matthew Carver, b. 1977, alt. 

Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, Hamburg, 1690, alt 
Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2–4): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 5): © 2012 Matthew Carver. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736105 

Tune: Public domain 
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M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
C: his mercy endures forever. 

 
M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER 

INTRODUCTION TO THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 
M: On that Thursday night, Jesus instituted what we have partaken in tonight – the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion. After the disciples had participated in this sacred meal, 
they sang a hymn and they headed out to the Mount of Olives, more specifically, the 
Garden of Gethsemane. In that garden, our Savior would experience deep emotional 
anguish while the disciples fell asleep. That was followed by the disciples fleeing while a 
mob came to arrest Jesus.  

 
 This stripping of the altar symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by his disciples. But not 

only that, it symbolizes the humiliation that Jesus experienced as a consequence of our 
sin.  

 
 As we hear the words of Psalm 88 and observe the stripping of the altar, we remember 

our sin - our sin that put Jesus on cross. We also remember what that humiliation 
brought about for those who trust in Jesus – salvation.  
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PSALM 88A 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin E. Leckebusch 

Tune: Martin Setchell 
Text and tune: © 2002 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: License no. 130543119 

 

 

  

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

ü Good Friday  March 29th, 6:00pm  
ü Easter Breakfast March 31st, 8:00am 
ü Easter Festival Service March 31st, 9:30am 

  



17 

Service Notes & Communion Resource

Notes on the Stripping of the Altar 
The tradition of stripping the altar on Maundy Thursday is representative of the abandonment of 
Jesus. Jesus was abandoned in the Garden of Gethsemane when he was arrested. All of his 
disciples ran away and deserted him. This also reminds us of when the soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ 
clothing as he hung on the cross.  
 
Examine Your Heart 
 
 1st Commandment – You shall have no other gods.  
 2nd Commandment – You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.  
 3rd Commandment – Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  

4th Commandment – Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and 
that you may enjoy long life on the earth. 
5th Commandment – You shall not murder.  
6th Commandment – You shall not commit adultery.  
7th Commandment – You shall not steal.  
8th Commandment – You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
9th & 10th Commandment – You shall not covet.  

 
Prayer Before Communion 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, 
and you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. 
This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come 
rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen. 

 
Prayer After Communion 
 
 O living Bread from heaven, how richly you have fed your guest! 
    The gifts you now have given have filled my heart with joy and rest.  
 Lord, grant me that thus strengthened with heavenly food, while here 
    My course on earth is lengthened, I serve with holy fear. 
 And when you call my spirit to leave this world below,  
    I enter through your merit where joys unmingled flow.  
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Catechism – The Lord’s Supper       

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
FIRST: What is the Sacrament of Holy Communion? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by 
Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink.  
 
Where is this written? 
The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the apostle Paul tell us: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on 
the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The Blessings of the Lord’s Supper 
SECOND: What blessing do we receive through this eating and drinking? 
That is shown us by these words: “Given” and “poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
Through these words we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in this sacrament. 
For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 
The Power of the Lord’s Supper 
THIRD: How can eating and drinking do such great things? 
It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the words “Given” and 
“poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
These words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and drinking. 
And whoever believes these words has what they plainly say, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
The Reception of the Lord’s Supper 
FOURTH: Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament? 
Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is properly prepared 
who believes these words: “Given” and “poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  
But whoever does not believe these words or doubts them is not prepared, because the words 
“for you” require nothing but hearts that believe.  
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Lord's Supper Sunday       

WHAT COMMUNION MEANS  

In Communion, in, with, and under the bread and wine, we receive Christ’s body and blood for 
the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith. This is the most important thing in the 
Sacrament. In addition, when you commune with a group of Christians, you are saying you 
believe what they teach. If you believe what Christ says about His Supper and share the beliefs 
we have at Sure Foundation, you are welcome to join us for communion.  

If you are not prepared to make this confession, please use this time for prayer and reflection 
upon God’s Word. We then invite you to speak with our pastor about how you, too, can share in 
this wonderful gift.  

IN PREPARING FOR COMMUNION  

Before coming up for communion, all adults should ask themselves these questions:  

1. Do you confess your sins and seek to turn away from the sins you confessed?  

2. Do you recognize that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the only way sin is forgiven?  

3. Do you recognize that in the Sacrament you receive Jesus true body and true blood along  

with the bread and the wine?  

4. Do you believe that the Bible IS God’s inspired Word and does not just contain some  

truths of God?  

5. Do you believe that Sure Foundation Lutheran Church teaches only the truth of God  

based on His Inspired Word? (A summary of these teachings is taught in Faith Builders, 
a class that runs several times a year).  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


